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ABSTRACT

The study aimed to identify the degree of availability of international partnerships
(educational - research - community service) in Saudi universities to achieve
educational sustainability from the point of view of academic leaders, determine the
requirements for achieving educational sustainability through international
partnerships, and reveal the extent to which there are statistically significant
differences between the averages of The responses of the study sample members on
the two axes of availability of areas of strategic partnerships and requirements are due
to differences in university independence (independent, non-independent), academic
rank, and number of years of experience. The study followed a descriptive survey
method, and collected data using a questionnaire that was applied to a sample of (310)
academic leaders including university deans, college deans, and department heads. In
four universities, including two independent universities: King Abdul Aziz University
and Imam Abdul Rahman Al-Faisal University, and two non-independent universities:
Umm Al-Qura University and King Faisal University. The results showed that the
availability of areas of international partnerships to achieve educational sustainability
(research partnerships, educational partnerships, community service) in Saudi
universities was to a moderate degree, with a high degree of approval of the
requirements necessary to achieve international partnerships to activate educational
sustainability in Saudi universities. The results also showed statistically significant
differences in estimating the degree of availability of international partnerships due to
the difference in the number of years of experience, while there were no statistically
significant differences due to the independence of the university and the academic
rank of the sample members. As for the requirements for achieving international
partnerships, there were statistically significant differences attributed to the
university’s independence in favor of non-independent universities, and differences
attributed to the difference in academic rank in favor of the rank of assistant
professor, and there were no significant differences attributed to the difference in the
number of years of experience. The study recommended developing an integrated
strategy to achieve international partnerships, activate educational sustainability, and
provide the necessary support.

Keywords: international partnerships, educational sustainability, Saudi universities.
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